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THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL '/
O THE UNITED BTATES

wWwWaAaABHINGTON, D.C.,. RDOS4a8

DECIEBION

FILE: B-190228 DATE: October 18, 1977

MATTER OF: Broken Lance En.erprises, Tnc.

DICEST:

1. Questions concernirg small busineces size status arc
not for considerati;.on by GAO slace authnrity over
such matters is vested by statute in SB.

. Protest based on speculation that agency will nnt
conduct praeaward survey and that low bidder will
be unable to rerform at its bid price is not for
‘coarideration,

I

Broken Lance Enterprises, Inc. (Broker lance) protests the
award ~f a contract for mess attendant se:vices under invitstion
for oids (IFB) No. DABT35-77-B-0103 issued by the U.S. Army, Fort
Dix, New Jersey (Army).

‘Jroken Lance advances two grounds of protest: firsc. that -the
apparent low bidder is not a small business and, s. Ycond, cthat the
Army shouid make a preaward uurvey to ensure that biddecs offering
prices lower then Broken Lance's price are able to perform, Regard-
ing Broken Lance's first contention that the proposed awardee does
not qualify as a small businees, the Small Business Administration
(SBA) 1s empowered under 15 U.S.C. § 637(b)(6) (1970) to determine
the size status of business concerns on procurements set aside for
small businesses. Determinations made under this ronclusive and
exclugive - SBA »vrhority are not subject to revicw by our Office.
Inflated “100 . Fo.. Inc,; La Crossec Garment Manufacturing Com-—
pany, B=16724 J,camber 14, 1976, 76-2 CPD 485; Casz, Inc.;
Bethune Quilting Company, B-185622 Japuary 29, 1970, 76-1 CPD.63.

With zaapect to the contention that the Army might determine
the ra2sponsibility of "the awardee with:ut the benefir nf a preaward
survey, t/¢ note that the regulations do not require the Army to
conduct & preaward survey in determining the responsibility of a
bidder. Julian A. McDermott Corporation, B-187705, B-168197,

April 18, 1977, 77-1 CPD 266; Armed Services Procurement Regulati'n
1-905.4(b) (3976 ed.). In any event this Office does not review

. protests based on tha contention that the low bidder wili be unable

to perform at its bid price. Stearatic of Middle Georgia, Inc.,
B-188900, May &4, 1977, 77-1 TPD 308,
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B-150228
hccordingly, the protest is nov for consideration.
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Paul G. ﬁembling
General Counsel






